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Tus Twenty-Fourth Anniversary of the New- 
York State Colonization Society, was celebrated in 
the Collegiate Reformed Duteh Chureb, in Lafay- 
cette Place, New-York, on Tuesday evening, May 6. 

Avson G. Puetrs, Esq., President of the Soci- 
ety, occupied the chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Tuomas De Worrr, 
DD. 

Dr. D. Merepirn Reese read the Annual Report 
of the Treasurer of the Society, and also an abstract 
of the Annual Report of the Board of Managers, 

Rev. Rosear 8. Fryiey, of New-Jersey, formerly 
\gent and Corresponding Secretary of the Society, 
was introduced by the President ; and said that he 
was indebted to the courtesy of his friend, Mr. 
Gurley, for the opportunity of appearing before the 
audience in the character of the first speaker of the 
evening. He could not forbear accepting the invi- 
tation to be present, because of his past relation to 
this Society, and the deep interest he still cherished 
‘an the Wolonization cause. Twenty-three years 
had passed away since he attended the First Anni- 
versary of the State Colonization Society, in this 
sity, and the retrospect of that period forced upon 
him a contrast of the position of the Colonization 
Society and the Colonization cause at that time and 
at the present time, That was a time of peculiar 
embarrassment. A storm of opposition was arrayed 
against the cause of Colonization. Perhaps no 
equal foree of talents, wealth, or zeal, was ever be- 
fore arrayed against any similar organization, It 
succeeded in driving the cause from the pulpit in 
the North, and the South, and the East, and the 
West, and the infant Society was compelled to 
struggle under every disadvantage, and was, be- 
sides, embarrassed in its pecuniary relations ; while 
disastrous intelligence came from Liberia, in regard 
to the health of the colonies of emigrants who had 
viready been settled on the shores of Africa, The 
venerable Dr. Lyman Beecher, in trembling anxiety 
for the fate of the Society, at that time propounded 
to the speaker this question, ‘Do you believe that 
the Colonization Society will be able to sustain 
itself against these assaults, and this mighty array 
of power and influence ?”’ and the reply, unhesita- 

ngly given, was “Yes.” “On what ground is 
your decision based ?’’ was the next query; “ they 
seem to have means, and talent, aod money.” “ My 
conviction,” was the reply, ‘is based upon the 
belief that it is God’s cause, that it is the cause of 

ve Chareh of Curist, and that no weapon which is 

cought against it can prosper.”’ Now look at the 
contrast. We are no longer pointed toa colony on 
the coast struggling with poverty, embroiled in 
wars with the natives, subject to the jealousies of 
foreign powers, but we behold a majestic, prosper- 
ous, Christian Republic, stretching seven hundred 
miles along the coast; embracing two hundred and 
fifty thousand of the barbarians of Africa under its 
peaceful dominion, bringing a vast number of the 
native population under the influence of domes- 
tic and Christian law, and an alliance with the Re- 
public sought by the most powerful nations of the 
earth ; the Queen of Great Britain presenting to the 
infant nation a vessel of war, and sending back its 
President in one of the vessels of the British navy ; 
the Emperor of France seeking alliance with that 
black power, and presenting the Republic with a 
thousand stand of arms, a thousand eqaipments for 
able-bodied men ; six-and-tweaty ships of war of 
Great Britain and France retained upon the coast, 
not merely from dictates of humanity, in order by 
their presence to check the growth of the African 
slave-trade, but asa part of the settled policy of 
those nations, in order to foster the growing com- 
merce of that interesting country. Such is the 
contrast, then, between the condition of 
he Republic of Liberia, exciting the admiration of 
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the civilized and Christian world, and the 
gliog, feeble colonists of the Colony of Liberia, un- 
der the protection of a bankrupt and persecuted 
Society ; and this is sufficient for the proper illus- 
tration of the wisdom and benevolence of those 
men who held fast their integrity to the cause dur- 
ing those days of darkness. We feel assured that 
there are yet before us still greater triumphs. It 
may not be out of place to define exactly what was 


_the object of the originators of the Colonization So- 


ciety; for the remark is frequently made, “I be- 
lieve the Colonization Society is doing a great deal 
of good, and will do more, but it has never accom. 
plished the object for which it was established.” 
Now, what is that object? It may be stated in a 
single sentence. It is to do just what has been 
done ; to establish a Republic of free Christian ne- 
groes on the shores of Africa, through the agency 
of voluntary emigration, This we have done; but 
we have not sent half a million of free colored peo- 
ple to Africa, we have never emancipated three 
millions of slaves, and we never intended to do it. 
Our sole reliance for peopling the shores of Africa 
has been in voluntary emigration, This great ob- 
ject of the Colonization Society, therefore, has been 
accomplished ; and we may be permitted in this 
connection to answer another question which natu- 
rally arises, and it is to this effect: “If the Colo- 
nization Society has achieved the object for which 
it was established, why does it still exist?” Sim- 
ply for this purpose; to inform the public of the 
p§wer of the nation which has been established, to 
let them know the inherent energies of a free col- 
ored Republic, to let them know what has been 
accomplished for the free and the slave, for the 
black and the white, for religion and patriotism. 
Liberia is now more powerful than the Colonization 
Society ; it has entered upon a career of conquest 
which will in time redeem al! Africa from the dark. 
ness of Pagan night ; it will receive into its bosom 
millions of the black men of America. If it be 
asked whence Liberia is to get her money for the 
accomplishment of the plans in which she is en- 
gaged ; how is her commerce to grow; where is 
she to get her ships: to this we answer that the 
commerce of Africa will furnish the means. A)- 
rewdy England and France have a commerce with 
her which amounts to thirty millions of dollars a 
year, This is the secret of the philanthropy of 
those nations, This is the reason why they have 
been led to recognize the infant Republic, why they 
have sent them vessels of war, and why they have 
presented stands of arms in the equipment of her 
military foree, Africa has a commerce. This 
commerce, be it remembered, has grown up in the 
space of fifteen or twenty years, Brother Seys 
will tell you that it is still in its infancy, and that 
in ten years time it will have increased ten-fold ; so 
that if it is now of the value of thirty millions per 
annum, it is probable that, according to the ratio 
of past increase, it will, in the space of ten years 
from this time, amount to at least three hundred 
millions per annum. It is not now to be consid- 
ered « matter of doubt whether the people of the 
United States will establish a line of steamers be- 
tween this country and Liberia. Our people like 
to do right, and they like to do right especially 
when they think it is for their interest todo so, So 
that we may reasonably expect that when the Kan. 
sis question, and other questions which now agitate 
the country, shall have been decided, that this 
question of commerce with Liberia will be settled. 
If the ten new sloops of war which have been or- 
dered for our navy, were ordered to run to Africa, 
they would forma weekly line, and the return 
freight would pay all the expenses of the voyage. 
With swift ships plying regularly between our 
shores and those of Africa, not only commerce 
would increase and become rapidly more important, 
but emigrants would flock in greater numbers to 
Africa. Nor would these emigrants be altogether 
dependent upon charity for their outfit. For not 
less than nine States of this Union have already 
made appropriations for the purpose of furnishing 
outfits for emigrants who desire to go to Liberia 

They have done this, partly from charitable mo- 
tives, and partly because it is cheaper to send these 
emigrants abroad than to keep them at home. It 
is certainly better to spend one hundred dollars to 
sead an emigrant to Africa, than to spend one hun- 
dred thousand dollars to support him and his fam- 
ily ia their poverty here; and in consideration of 
these facts, it is believed to be the cheapest and 
most philanthropic manner of disposing of these 
people for their own benefit, and for the benefit of 
the civilized world, to afford them the aid which 
these Siates have already given, for the purpose of 
expediting their removal to the shores of Africa. 

It is the true policy of the General Government 
and of the State Governments to furnish these 
means. In regard to emigration to Africa, it is a 
subject in relation to which this Society maintains an 
anomalous position, Lastead of sending emigrants 
to Liberia, emigrants have begun to go to Liberia. 
A new condition of affairs has arisen. From this time 
forward we may expect to see the tide of emigra- 





ion set forward to Africa, in the same manner and 
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strug- | in a similar ratio to that which has set from the | of slavery. We are not met to discuss the subject colony at Plymouth, whether that colony occupied 


Old World to the New. And as the emigration | of Colonization in its American aspects, but in its | a position for commerce, for strength, or for any- 


from Europe to America has been enormous, so we 
believe the time will come when the colored men 
will go in crowds to Africa by every vessel that 
spreads her canvas for that blessed land. There is 
another point of which we would speak. It is of 
the Southern Christian masters and mistresses of 
our country. One word as to what they do, and 
what they have done. A single man in the South 
provided for the emancipation of seventy-five slaves, 
and furnished abundant means to send them all to 
Liberia, The Colonization Society, it should be 
remembered, was not designed to remedy the evils 
of slavery ; the remedy for slavery is in emancipa- 
tion, but indiscriminate emancipation would prove 
an evil instead of a blessing, for we see that the 
condition of the free blacks in the North at this day 
is very desolate. It is no uncommon circumstance 
to fiad the mechanics of the North, whenever a ne- 
gro workman appears among them, saying to their 
employer, “If you don’t dismiss that nigger, we 
will all quit you.” This is the condition of the free 
colored man in this country at the present day, 
even in States in which he enjoys the privilege of 
the elective franchise. Now, the object of the 
Colonization scheme is to remove these evils of 
emancipation; make emancipation a blessing, and 
then it will grow apace. We cannot prevent eman- 
cipation, Combined legislation cannot prevent it. 
There is now double the number of emancipated 
slaves that there was when this Society began its 
operations. Even in Ouba, there are ove hundred 
and eighty thousand free negroes. There is, in 
fact, as Mr. Cray well said, in the heart of every 
man a principle which leads to emancipation, and 
you cannot prevent it unless you dive jnto the heart 
and exterminate the sentiment which animates the 
Christians of every country, And we hold, sir, 
that the slaveholders of the South are now ready to 
give up their slaves whenever we can show them 
that their bondmen will be made happy them 
selves, and be the means of happiness to others, 
To emancipate the slave is nothing, compared with 
his education, The speaker proceeded to argue 
that masters are pot neglectful of the education of 
their slaves. Who educated the men who now 
govern Liberia? Who educated Judge Benedict, 
Judge of the Supreme Court in Liberia, and Presi- 
dent of the Convention which met to flame the 
Constitution of the Republic? He was a bond- 
man in Savannah until he was fifty years of age. 
Who educated him to go out of prison to live to 
frame laws and administer them’? Who educated 
Morris, a Senator of the Missionary Colony of Sinou, 
who was an overseer upon his master’s plantation, 
to become a rich and prosperous merchant ? Who 
educated Moore, who has for fifteen years been 
Treasurer of Liberia and a Senator? Who educa- 
ted all these? Their masters. Mr. President, Mr, 
Ca moun never said a surer thing than when he said 
the masters of our Southern States are not only the 
owners, but the educators and friends of their 
bondmen, By their efforts, they are elevated 
from barbarism to this high point of Christianity 
and civilization, ‘There is a great mistake preva- 
lent in regard to this subject. People say that the 
slave cannot be enlightened because he is a slave. 
But we see that he has been elevated to this point, 
and we find that all the education he has got, and 
all the Christianity he has got, he has got from his 
master, And now Liberia is stimulating the bond- 
man to put forth efforts to be useful, I am not, 
then, among those who repent that four millions of 
slaves exist among us. God placed them in Amer- 
ica, where the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached 
in the greatest purity, and where this Gospel, put 
into the hands of these few millions of people, may 
qualify them to become the instruments of herald- 
ing in Africa our own language, our own laws, and 
our own religion. 

Rev. Tuazopore L. Cuvier, of New-York, was 
theu introduced to the audience. He said, when 
he was requested to offer a few words in behalf of 
this noble enterprise, he told the Committee from 
whom the invitation was received, that he was 
ready to come and say a word in the double capacity 
of an ardent hater of human slavery, and at the same 
time a toiling and praying lover of African Coloni- 
zation, So far from regarding himself as occupy- 
ing « position of inconsistency, he claimed that he 
was emphatically a consistent man—®# consistent 
lover of humanity in America ; and while he praised 
God for the deliverance of every bondman, he was 
also ready to praise God that such am agency as 
this Colonization scheme was prepared to take the 
slave upon his emancipation, and provide for him 
the means of occupying positions of industry and 
usefulness. It was no credit to him that he did not 
like slavery. No Ohureh likes it. All look upon it 
as an unmixed evil, All feel that, from the very 
time when the shadow of the first slave-ship dark- 
ened the waters of the Chesapeake, to the time 
when the Colonization Society was 
wader the of Bushrod W 


all men have felt slavery to be a great We 





have not come here, sir, to discuss subject 


African aspects. Just as the speaker could not 
well help being a hater of slavery, he could not 
help being a lover of Colonization, There were 
three reasons why he loved it. First, he looked at 
African Colonization as an effectual barrier against 
the infamous traffic in human flesh. We all feel 
alike in regard to the African slave-trade. Years 
ago it was under the ban of civil law, as it has al- 
ways been under the ban of God's law, Wilber- 
force denounced it in Parliament. Oupidity would 
continue it. Colonization will destroy it. There 
is nothing like putting a long line of the bulwarks 
of freedom along that coast of Liberia. We be- 
lieve that it will yet come to pass that Colonization 
will kill the slave-trade, ‘Dhat is ome reason why 
we love Colonization, Amother reason which we 
urge in its favor is the merchant's It is 
the commercial argument. It is this, that the Uni- 
ted States may profit by African commerce. The 
speaker believed it to be the bounden duty of every 
patriotic merchant of New-York and of America to 
give their hearty interest and a hearty support to 
this enterprise, even if they looked upon it solely 
as a The third reason, and 
the grandest of all is, that Africa must be Chris- 
tianized, Christ has commanded us to doit, And 
is there any agency like that of Colonization with 
which to do it? Instead of putting a single mis- 
sionary at work, it was considered desirable to 

in Africa, if possible, a Christian colony, al 
it, One man, occupying the field as a missionary, 
will gather about him perhaps fifty or one hundred 
men and women. But if we plant in such @ com- 
munity as heathen territory affords, a Christian col- 
ony, we at once bring to bear upon the native pop- 
ulation the influences of civilization and Christianity : 
mechanical trades are introduced, and the work of 
regeneration of the race is greatly aided as the na- 
tives begin to appreciate the advantages of civilized 
manuers and customs. The speaker went on to 
argue that there is no reason (o feel discouragement 
because the early efforts at African Colonization 
have been enyironed with difficulties, and all things 
have not prospered as could have been desired. 
He was glad to see that colonies had been estab- 
lished ; he believed they were doing a good work. 
For this regson he rejoiced at the steps which had 
been taken toward an incipient agricultural colony in 
Palestine, As to discouragements and difficulties, 
all new colonial enterprises are subject to them, 
and not less so in our day than it was with the 
Pilgrim Fathers who landed upon Plymouth-Rock. 
The active Christianity of Europe had thrown off 
these colonists, and others like them, to found in 
new regions a new civil polity and a new ecclesias- 
tical history. A‘l emigrants must struggle under 
troubles; the men who are now founding a free 
State in Kansas have troubles to contend with. All 
new enterprises succeed only after diligent labor 
and uncompromising perseverance. Ip view of the 
polats urged, the speaker accordingly looked with 
a favorable eye upon the Colonization scheme, for 
the reasons, frst, that it will serve to scuttle the 
slave ship ; second, that it will load the ship of com- 
meroe;_and third, that it will kindle the light of 
Christianity along that whole dark coast of Africa ; 
and because, under its influence, the influences of 
Christianity will spread toward the interior of that 
land, in due time that darkest part of the earth 
will be the brightest, It may be said that this mil- 
lennium is still a great way off, and so it is; but 
we are not required to take care of the next cen- 
tury. Our business lies with the present. Weare 
called to see what we can do in our ownday. He 
admitted that the work to be accomplished is great, 
but let us have the experiment of African Coloni- 
zation fairly tried, There is one simple way to 
settle objections—by the experiment. His hopes of 
ultimate, triumphant success were strong and un- 
faltering. 

Rey.| Jouw Servs, long a resident of Liberia, was 
introduced. He said it was a pleasure to him to 
be associated on this occasio:. with a son of the im- 
mortal Finley,’ who was first in the founding of the 
Colonization Society, and whose soul warmed 
with the desire to benefit the black man of the 
United States, The elder Finiey, and Caroweit 
and Mean, and our illustrious Cuay, and other 
noble men who gathered together and concocted a 
plan for African Colonization, have gone to their 
reward. Twenty-one years ago this month, the 
speaker had stood in a church in this city to advo- 
cate the cause of Colonization. Who then was the 
President of the Society? Ask the angels, and 
they will tell you. The father has gone to glory, 
but the son is here to take his place, and his inter- 
est in this cause too, is deep and abiding. The 
speaker desired to speak particularly upon one or 
two First, he considered that the Coloni- 
zation enterprise is of God, that God has been with 
it from beginning to end. In point of prospects 
and success, no enterprise known in history can 

with this. It is the Lord’s doing, and it 
is marvelous in our eyes. If at the end of 
six years, one had asked in relation to the 


Se vy sqregre what would have 
been the answer et it is but 

since the Hlizabeth ous tended © tate toatl af 
blacks upon the shores of Africa. In view of what 
has been accomplished in that region in this brief 
space of time, may we not well exclaim, What hath 
God wrought ! Seven hundred miles of coast are 
now occupied by Liberia ; the experiment of estab- 
lishing a colony has resulted in the establishment 
of a nation which is recognized by the greatest 
powers of the earth, and the work is still going on. 
All Europe is looking on with admiration at this 
great political and moral phenomenon, whieh is at- 
tracting the attention of all humane men, A 
Christian Republic is established upon the coast of 
Africa, from material which has gone forth from 
this country, We challenge the world to produce 
a similar instance of prosperity, taking everything 
into account. We plead for an enterprise, because 
we believe that in prosecuting it we are co-workers 
with God. The speaker claimed for Colonization 
that it is the true missionary work that is to regen- 
erate Africa, and proceeded to illustrate his posi- 
tions, : 

Rev. A. D. Griterre followed. He dwelt upon 
the fact that free blacks cannot obtain 
as readily as white men. It is not so easy for the 
black man to get work now as it was some years 
ego. We desire to remedy this, We wish to put 
the colored man in a position where he can do 
something for those he loves, and whom God has 
put him here to love. The narrated sev- 
eral instances of the care of masters for their slaves. 

Rev. R. R. Gurey said that so much eloquence 
and instruction had been heard this that 
he did not propose to make aspeech. But he 
would say a word in reference to the new work in 
which this Society is engaged. It had adopted 
sundry measures for the advancement of the cause 
of Colonization, and in connection with them stands 
our friend Mr, Seys, who is about to visit Africa 
for the purpose of exploring the interior of Liberia, 
with a view to find a proper place fora settlement. 
We have done much io times past, let us do more 
in times to come. After a few more remarks, the 
meeting closed. 

The meeting then adjourned, and the business 
transacted subsequently appeared in the May num- 
ber of the Colonization Journal. 

— — 


A very intelligent citizen of Sinou County, Li- 
beria, writing to us, says : 

* We want some good settlers, men of intelligence 
and means ; within three miles of Greenville is a 
fine iron ore. 

“ We want four good schools in the county. 

“We want, and must have, a good for 
emigrants, and it should be located at Blunteville, 
Do help us.” 

To all this we can only respond, Would that some 
intelligent colored men of wealth and 
would go from this State to aid in developing the 
latent riches of Liberia, 

Above all, would that teachers fitted for the 
work would go, to spread sound learning among 
the youth of that young Republic, As to the re- 
ceptacle, we hope one will be provided to go im the 
new packet to be sent next fall. 

— — 
STATISTICS OF AFRICAN COMMERCE. 


Exronrrs ef Tobacco from the United States, for 
the year ending 30th of June, 1855: 
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Import of Palm Oil into the United States, for 
the same year as above : 
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COFFER CULTURE IN JAVA. 


In Java, the coffee mills for hasking and clean- 
ing coffee are owned by the Government or some 
rich proprietor. The owner of each cottage is re- 
quired to have 300 coffee trees in good condition ; 
he gets from 80 to 100 doits (40 to 50 cents) for 
every pical (1334 Ib.) of coffee in the husk which 
he delivers at the mill ; it is the same in Sumatra, 
Amboyna, and the other Dutch islands. 

The of Preamg, the most fruitful im 
Java, is supposed to contain 60,000,000 of coffee 
trees ; 3 trees yield 2 pounds of coffee, 

Java contains 47,000 square miles, (about the 
size of New-York,) and contains 9,500,000 inhabit- 
ants.— Madame Pfeiffer’s Second Voyage Round 
the World. 
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FOURTH OF JULY COLLECTIONS. 

Tue New-York State Colonization Society, rely- 
ing upon the liberality of their friends and patrons, 
has accepted drafts for $5,000 from the Treasurer 
of the American Colonization Society, toward the 
erection of a large two story receptacle for emigrants 
at Cape Mount. These will mature and payment 
become due in the months of August and Septem- 
ber. Our means to meet and pay them, are to be 
gathered from a benevolent public. If we send 


out agents to make the collections, a considerable 
portion, often a moiety, is expended in their support. 
If the pastors of churches would all, or even one 
half of them, aid us by a collection on or near July 
4th, the expense will be saved and the obligation 
assumed by the Society fulfilled. We earnestly 
entreat them, if insuperable obstacles do not hinder, 
to help us by a public collection. 
— — 


ADDRESSES AT THE ANNIVERSARY, 


[ue addresses at our Anniversary Meeting were 


omitted in the May number of the Journal. We 
give them on the first page as prepared by a sten- 
ographer, and in this ease, as in all others, they 
are given as the uttered sentiments of the speakers 
only. One passage only of Mr, Finley's speech is 
_ omitted, from the conviction that his idea was not 


clearly caught by the reporter, and no opportunity 
curred to submit it to Mr, F. for correc- 
No man bas given the cause more careful 
thought, or is more familiar with its workings, or 
better competen clearly to set it forth. 
— — 
MONUMENT TO BLIJAH JOHNSON, AT 
MONROVIA. 

Ix a letter dated March 27th, 1855, B. V. 
R. James, Esq., of Monrovia, inquired whether a 
plain monument could be obtained for $50 or 875, 
to the memory of Elijah Johnson; and added, “I 
have raised part of the money, and have a prospect 
of getting the rest.” A draught of one for $65 
was forwarded to him. 

In a letter dated July 30th, 1855, he writes, “1 
have in hand $68, above one half has been con- 
tributed by his widow and children ; please order 
the monument and have it sent out in your next 
vessel.” 

A statement of the purpose was made in the 
September number of the Colonization Journal, re- 
questing the friends of Colonization to increase the 
sum to $150. A fine marble shaft with base was 
purchased, and shipped in the bark Lamartiae in 
December following, at a cost including freight, of 
$136.25. 

In a let 
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hav ing 


Lion. 


r dated January 25th, 1856, Mr. James 

safe arrival of the monument, with 
grateful acknowledgment for the generous assist- 
ance of American {riends as follows: 

“I thank you in the name of many of our worthy 
citizens for the deep interest you have manifested, 
in procuring the monument forwarded for the late 
E. Johnson.’ 

We find the following article in reference to the 
reception of the monument in the Liberia Herald, 
April 2d, 1856. 

“Monument te Elijah Johnson. 

“ Through the activity and enterprising spirit of 
our fellow-citizen, B. V. R. James, Esq, a sub- 
scription was set ou foot for the purpose of pur- 
chasing and erecting in this city a monument to 
Col. Elijah Johnson, one of the first settlers of our 
beloved Liberia; whose deeds of patriotism, to- 
gether with those of his associates in the early 
struggles, should ever be engraven on the hearts 
of the people of Liberia. 

The monument was ordered from the United 
States, whence it arrived in the bark ‘ Lamartine,’ 
on the 24th of January. On the 14th day of 
March, it was, in the presence of a number of both 
sexes, temporarily erected in the Government 
Square ; to what place it wall hereafter be removed 
we have not been informed. President Benson 
delivered a specch on the occasion, in which most 
touching and interesting refereace was made to the 
‘ pristine days of Liberm’—days that tried men’s 
. suls _and to those noble heroes whose sols were 
indeed tried by adverse circums tri- 
umpl over which indicated that they were podsessed 

‘ souls of no ordinary character—souls which 
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should be our ambition to 
Hawes, 
Monrovia, March, 1856. 


We trust that, inasmuch as most of the funds 
from Liberia for this monument were the offerings 
of Mr, Johnson's family, the many citizens who 
feel regret that other names were not inserted, will 
perceive that the most “ sensitive” could have no 
just ground to be hurt. Let “ Hawkins” emulate 
the good example set by Mr. James and the kindred 
of Mr. Johnson, and testimonials in memory of 
other heroes may be hereafter erected. We prom- 
ise them a hearty concurrence. 
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STEPHEN ALLEN BENSON. 


Srervuen Aten Benson, elected President of 
Liberia in 1855, entered upon his official duties 
January Ist, 1856, He is thirty-nine years of age. 
Born of free parents, in Cambridge, Dorchester 
County, Maryland, March, 1816; and with his 
parents emigrated to Liberia, May, 1822, in the 
brig Strong, Dr, Ayres had only, on the 7th of 
January previous, landed from Sierra Leone the 
first small company of colonists on an island in 
Messurado River, and in April had returned from 
Sierra Leone with a few more, and removed from 
the island, where they were annoyed by the na- 
tives, to the ridge of the promontory, and built a 
few huts where now is the capital of a Republic, 
On the arrival of the “Strong,” Mr, Ashman find- 
ing both Dr, Ayres and Mr, Wiltberger had de- 
parted for the United States, assumed the agency, 
and at once apprehending the danger which men- 
aced the settlement from surrounding savages, in- 
stigated by slave-traders and by hope of plunder, 
began preparations for defence. In the attack 
made about the lst of November, 1822, by eight 
hundred warriors upon this handfull of new settlers, 
at the very onset President Benson, then but eight 
years old, and four brothers and sisters were cap- 
tured and carried off, while the father was wounded 
and an older brother shot dead. The savages 
were repulsed, and retired with their captives, who 
after some months were returned, 

For six or seven years he attended such schools 














‘pentiv dtted them to be the founders of a com- 


as the colony afforded, and thus secured a limited 
education. When fifteen years of age, young 


| Benson left the school and became a merchant's 


clerk ; ia this occupation he continued four years at 
Monrovia, 

In the summer of 1835, he, with others, volun- 
teered to punish the natives who had massacred 
eighteen colonists at Bassa Cove, and burned up 
their dwellings. From that time until elected to 
the Presidency he remained at Bassa, where he has 
from time to time held responsible political trusts, 
acted as agent of the Colonization Society, was a 
leading merchant, and by his successful example in 
coffee planting has done much to awaken an inter- 
est in farming. 

Of course, the character and education of Mr. 
Benson must have been formed in Liberia, No 
man can have a better personal knowledge of the 
history and wants of the country than he possesses. 
He early became a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and has continued to hold fast a 
good confession. The wood-cut likeness which we 
give was made from a daguerreotype, and will wit- 
ness to all who see it, that whatever of honor may 
be reflected upon Liberia by his administration, 
will redound to the African race. Our letters, as 
late as April 10, speak in terms of eulogy of his 
administration so far, 

— — 
REV. 4. CRUMMBLL'S LETTERS. 

By the politeness of our friends, Messrs. Coates 
and Pease, we publish two letters from this mis 
sionary and pastor, with real gratification. No one 
who knows Mr. Crummell and his antecedent life 
can suspect him of any other motive to favor Libe- 
ria than sincere conviction. 

It is well known that he had deeply drank in the 
prevailing prejudices of his abolition friends im 
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His views of the importance of explorations 
hundred miles eastward of Liberia, are clearly stat- 
ed and will attract attention. 

We shall with pleasure act as a medium for 
those frieads of Liberia and science who may feel 
disposed to act upoa Mr. Crummell’s suggestion, 
and contribute to erect the proposed Library and 
Lyceum. A friend of Liberia, who has often aided 


in various ways, writes to us that if $500 can be |i 


obtained for the building, he will add $100 for 
furnishing it with cases, etc., etc. 

If the Young Men's Christian Associations of 
New-York, Philadelphia, and other cities would 
combine to prepare a building for a similar Associ- 
ation ia Liberia, it might exert a mighty influence 
upon a now plastic community. 


Mownovia, Linmaia, W. A., March 1856. 
BENJAMIN COATES: 


Dean Sin :—You have kindly sent me, on two 
indifferent occasions, a couple of volumes: one, 
Bishop Mcllvane’s ‘‘ Hvidences,” and the other the 
petulant brochure of Mr. Nesbitt, the returned emi- 
grant. For the first, 1 wish to beg you to accept 
my best and sincerest thanks; for the second, I 
have to acknowledge the great courtesy which puts 
in my hand a little volume, which learns me, more 
than heretofore, the weakness and the frailty of our 
common human nature, and at the same time, I must 
confess, shows me in many ways, my duty to contrib- 
ute more largely, as an individual, in those things 
which will make this young nation more real and 
substantial than she really is, 

You are, dear Sir, a real benefactor to the people 
of this country, by sending them such valuable vol- 
umes as I see here and there sent to people in our 
towns. Few things are more desirable here than 
that the mind of man should be duly appreciated. 
Books reveal the vast wealth of the human intellect, 
and display the wondrous and transcendent glory 
of the soul; and the presentation of them, ever 
and anon, cannot, in many cases, but subserve the 
best mental atid spiritual interests of the individ- 
ual himself; and others, as a consequence, recog- 
nizing his relation to the great commonwealth of 
society, it must lead him to live for the well-being 
of man and the honor of God, 

Books and reading are a great need in the chief 
town of our country ; but I cannot but venture to as- 
sure you that there is another need equally as 
great. We need here some permanent buildings 
in which to put books. Very frequently, books are 
sent to Liberia in numbers, for the express purpose 
of forming a public or town library. The object 
is unaccomplished, because there is no receptacle 
for them. If a large and generous "philanthropy 
would provide Monrovia with a building of stone 
or brick worth $400 or $500, with such arrange- 
ments that the young men of the town could as- 
semble evenings for debates, conversation, and read- 
ing, there would be a change here in twelve months, 
the report of which would astonish you. But there 
is no such place; the young men have no intellec- 
ual resort; and the important and sometimes val- 
uable libraries sent here fail to reach the public. 

We are just now engaged in a sad war, which 
drains our resources, stops active industry, neutral- 
izes Christian teachings, and inflames the minds 
and imagination of our youth. I cannot see how 
it could have been avoided ; for our poor brethren 
at Sinou were cruelly set upon by our heathen 
neighbors, and reduced at the last to actual star- 
vation, by their intercepting supplies ; still I can- 
not but lament and sorrow at the necessity, nor 
am I able to lose sight of its distresses and its 
evils. 

There are many sigus of enterprise visible at al- 
most every point; a keen, but I fear a blind, race 
for wealth ; much agricultural improvement. The 
educational interests of the land do not keep pace 
with its monetary ventures; and I fear that for 
some years hence we sball see the development 
of that hard, cold, iron character, which is exact in 
keen calculation, profuse in selfish gratification, 
but unthinking, ungenerous, unprogressive, ungen- 
ial, and ungodly. 

Some traders have recently returned from a jour- 
ney in the interior, and inform me of a rich and 
fruitful soil, a sparse population, plenty of catile, 
and-deyond, a friendly people anxious for our ac- 
quaintance. They went some 200 and more miles 
in the interior, 

I know little about politics ; but the general im- 
pression seems to be that we have a very superior 
man in our new President, who will attend to home 
progress ; and who intends to leave his mark upon 
the country by his endeavors after internal improve- 
ments. 

Again, dear sir, I thank you most heartily for 
your kind notice of me, a stranger; and I sub- 
scribe myself, most truly, 

Your servant, in Christ Jesus, 
Avex. Crummect. 





Moxpovia, Liberia; March, isdé. 

Rev. Ann pear Sin :—-Your favor of Deo, 20th, 

1855, reached me several weeks since ; but danger- 

ous illaess in my family, added to duties ordinarily 

pressing, have prevented the return of an earlier 

answer to 
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and while nearly all the rest of the West Coast, 
from Goree to Angola, shows the successful move- 
ments of adventurous travelers and keen-sighted 
missionaries, in the dots and circles and lines, in- 
dicating towns and villages and rivers, even two 
and three and four hundred miles interior-ward, 
the part I have pointed out is nearly blank. 
Some of the results of your project are quite 


el, and, what is more important to most, in our day, 
a lucrative, field for botanical discovery. Some 
facts which have recently reached us here, from 
traders who have gone two hundred and more miles 
into the interior, satisfy my mind that the opening 
of the interior will form a large channel whence 
will flow to us on the seaboard, wealth, prosperity, 
and that which is the great desideratum in this try- 
ing clime, the means for comfort, which now come 
only partially, some three thousand miles across 
the waters from America. 

Cattle abound in the interior ; there are plenty 
of horses; goats and sheep are found everywhere ; 
the palm is more abundant than on the coast; 
there are fruits and vegetables there which we have 
not; there is a nobler, finer country for emigrants ; 
there is a superior, more intelligent, more numer- 
ous aboriginal population, inviting missionaries and 
teachers ; and this, that is missionary work, is the 
great thing in all our ventures in and for poor Af- 
rica, Dear as this African nationality is to the 
hearts of her own children, and to many abroad, 
yet we know that the cause of “ Christ and the 
Chureh”’ is above and transcends all other things. 
Mission establishments, some three hundred miles 
in a direct course from Monrovia, would draw their 
waters from the source of the Niger unless my con- 
jectures are greatly wrong, and would send forth a 
mighty saving influeace for Christ and souls, in 
three different directions—northward, among the 
Mohainmedans ; centrally, towards the Fellatahs and 
Timbuctoos ; to the south, among the clustering 
throngs that line the banks and crowd the valley of 
the Niger. 

At the first | had many misgivings, especially 
with regard to the important item of health ; but I 
have dismissed them. Interior West-Africa is far 
more healthy than Hausa, Koroofan, Dongola, 
and Bornou, the routes of Richardson, Barth, and 
Vogle to Central Africa. For two hundred and 
more miles Aere we have gradually ascending 
mountains ; clear flowing rills, rivulets, and streams ; 
an open forest, and the absence in general, if my 
information is correct, of marsh, Those travelers 
had the desert, and marsh, and miasma to contend 
with, 

With a scientific person with you ; arrangements 
made with respect to attendants, so that you need 
not stop for acclimation on the coast ; with proper 
and sufficient medicines and supplies, and then an 
jmmediate pushing, say some sixty or eighty miles 
from the coast, that is in the dry season, | cannot 
under these provisos see the need of fear and ap- 
prehension. Of course there should be no hurry ; 
there should be the circumstances which guarantee 
calmness and quiet assurance; and then with the 
sparse population back of us, peaceable, and anx- 
ious to see and know civilized men, I should ex- 
pect to hear of a prosperous, an important, and a 
successful journey. 

For my own part, if it were my work and call- 
ing, | could with real satisfaction enter upon it at 
almost any time. 

Wishing you prosperity and success in your ar- 
rangements and preparations, and a pleasant pas- 
sage across the waters, I remain, Rey, Sir, most 
truly and cordially your brother and servant in 
Christ Jesus, Avex, OnumMa.t. 
Rev. J. M, Pease. 

—— 

LETTER FROM MR. B. V. R. JAMBS. 

Momnovia, January 2th, 1656. 
Rey. Joux B. Poxwer :—Your letters per La- 
martiae with documents, etc., addressed to me from 
New-York, mostly bearing date Dec. 2ad, 1855, 
have just come to hand, and fiad me under martial 
orders, and 1 leave Monrovia at an early hour to- 
morrow morning (or Sinou County, that county havy- 
\og been for the last six weeks engaged in a most 
bloody strife with the surrounding tribes, viz: the 
Sinou, Grand and Little Boutans, and Blue 


the Republic is scarce, and awfully dear; the rice 
crop having been pretty much out off last year, 
rice costs now $1,25 per owt., and all other pro- 


duce in the same ; itis hard times now, 


I thank you in the name of many of our 
citizens for the deep interest you have 
in procuring the monument forwarded for the late 
E. Johnson. Yours, &c., 

B. V. R. James, 
Marob Sch, 1666. 

P. 8. I deeply regret to find that the above let- 
ter, written before I left for Sinou County, was not 
forwarded to you as | directed. 

We arrived home on the first day of March, after 
an absence of forty days; having marcbed through 
the countries of the beleaguering tribes, viz» Sinou 
County, Grand and Little Boutan, and Blue Berry, 
destroying some 100 towns, and a great deal of na- 
tive property. It was the policy of the Governor 
from the first, to propose treaty stipulations to alll the 
guilty tribes, before hostilities commenced ; but they 
obstiaately refused, and we were obliged to resort 
to the severest measures to bring them to terms. 
After laying waste the whole of their , some 
80 miles square, they began to manifest some dis- 
position to come to terms; and we now hope their 
— ym a tag bape sy We 
were obliged to leave the country without bringing 
9 any satisfactory conclusion any terms of peace ; 
but measures are still on foot, which we hope im 
time will setule these unpleasant difficulties “ 
out further bloodshed. B. V. RB. J. 

— ——— 
LETTER FROM DR, H. I. ROBERTS. 
RKercsiic ov Lipenia, 10th April, 1906, 

Rev. Sin:—The English mail steamer by which 
ex-President Roberts expects to leave for England, 
affords me an opportunity of advising you of the 
present condition of the company of emigrants per 
barque Lamartine, which was landed on 24th Jan- 
uary last—thirty-four of which company remained 
in Monrovia under my charge ; the rest proceeded 
to Grand Basso. Of this number two have died ; 
one an adult, viz., Mrs. Letitia J, Lewis, from Wil- 
liamsburg, who was landed here in the las! stages 
of same individual of whom I 
made mention in my former communication.f Mr. 
Lewis, her husband, put her under Dr. Moore for 
treatment. She, however, died of that insidious dis- 
ease, not having been attacked, as far as I could 
learn, of the fever. 

The other was a child, by name, George H. 
Hamilton, aged 5 years, from Western New York, 
near Cunada I think, He was aflected, 
and died from the combined effects of said disease 
and African fever. 

The rest of the company are doing pretty well. 
Some of them have already commenced clearing 
their lands, and making preparations to build. 

Mr. Marshall visited Grand Bassa and returned 
to Monrovia, where he had the fever, Since his 
recovery he has gone up to Sierra Leone on a visit. 

We have nothing of much importance in the way 
of news to communicate. The last difficulty with 
the natives of Sinou has thrown our lite Govern- 
ment into very great expense, which we feel sadly. 

Times, just now, are rather pressing, especially 
in money matters. 

We have had considerable rain lately, much more 
than is usual for the time of year, insomuch that 
the farming portion of our citizens have expressed 
much concern with regard to the success of our 
next crops. 

The natives, too, are seriously alarmed, as they 
have not been able to “ burn their farms” off as 
yet, in consequence of which they predict great 
scarcity of rice next season. This is to be 
ed as there is just now an unusual scarcity in con- 
sequence of large supplies having been sent to Si- 
nou, to feed the suffering poor who were wholly 
destitute, from the natives destroying everything 
they owned. 

Things are progressing finely under our new 
President. May success attend him. 

Yours 


Henry |. Rovears. 
To Rev. J. B. Power. 


P. 8. The two young men who have been read- 
ing under me, will revisit the United States this 
year, for the purpose of attending lectures 

their medical 80 as to 

for the practice of medicine in Liberia. 
very much an increase of doctors among 
it is most likely they will sail direct 
York, I hope you will give them such 
directions as you may think advisable, for 

both they and myself will feel grateful. 

Yours, &e., HL 

— NN 
Bisnor ror Liveria.—The 
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At Indianapolis have decided to appoint s Bishop 
and deeply interested in the project | ‘ribes. — — — for Liberia 























LIBERIA HBRALD. 

, we have two numbers of this peri- 
, with articles of considerable ‘interest. We 
er the Valedictory Address of the late Presi- 
J. J. Roberts, and the Inaugural of President 
ven A. Benson, as likely to do us more good 
many items of news excluded by them. We 
they will be read. 

— — 
From the Liberia Herald, March 10. 
TRE VALBEDICTORY ADDRESS 
f HIS EXCELLENCY, PRESIDENT J. J. ROBERTS. 


Fettow Crrmens :—In accordance with the fun- 
damental idea of free institutions, and ia conformity 
with that rotation in office, which constitutes the 
\eading principle in the Republican creed, and which 
rives & healthful action to the system of demo- 
cratic governments, you have, by the exercise of 
your sovereignty at the ballot-box, designated the 
distinguished citizen who is to succeed me in the 
administration of the Exeeutive Department of your 
public affairs; and as the period of my retiring 
from the public service has now arrived, | cannot 
low this opportunity to without offering to 

oumy grateful thanks for the many prools of 
indness and confidence which I have received at 
our hands, 

In the discharge of the various public duties 
—civil and military—which have devolved upon 
me, it has been my fortune frequently to have 
found myself in difficult and trying situations, 
where prompt decision and energetic action were 
necessary, and where the best interests of the coun- 
try and the good reputation of my fellow-citizens 
required that high responsibilities should be en- 
countered, Though by the assumption of some of 
these, | have drawn upon me, from some quarters, 
unjust epithets and bitter censures, nevertheless 
it is with the deepest emotions of gratitude that I 
acknowledge the continued favor and unbroken 
confidence with which | have been sustained in 
every trial, by the great body of my fellow-citizens, 
of all political creeds; and | this day retire from 
your service under the full conviction that you will 
accord to me the charity of allowing that all my 
public acts were the offspring of pure intentions, 
and of an earnest desire to promote the general 


good of our common country. 

Comparatively speaking, my public life has been 
« long one, and 1 may not fancy to myself that it 
has, i all times, been free from errors. But, 


{ciloWcitizens, I have the consolation of believing 
that if mistakes have been committed, they have 
not seriously injured the country I have so anxious- 
ly and ardently endeavored to serve. And at this 
moment, when I surrender my last public trust, I 
an indulge the pleasing reflection that the people 
of Liberia have reached in safety and success their 
ninth year as an independent nation, and I now 
leave you in the full enjoyment of all your civil and 
religious rights, in circumstances favorable to indi- 
vidual comfort and happiness, and a country, in its 
general aspect, prosperous at home and respected 
sbroad. if my humble efforts have, in any degree, 
contributed to secure and preserve to you these 
blessings | have been more that rewarded by the 
honor you have conferred upon me; and above all 
by the generous confidence with which you have 
supported me, and with which you have continued 
‘o anipate and cheer my path to the closing hour 
ff my political life. My grateful recollections of 
these distinguished marks of your favorable regard, 
which are engraven on my heart, can never, never 

Cease. 
l leave 
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you, fellow-citizens, with the conscious- 
it if | have not served Liberia with greater 
ability, | have served her with sincere devotion; 
laying aside every consideration of a personal or 
private character; contributing the best days of 
my life, and bending my entire energies to the ad- 
vancement of the public good. This reflection, 
heightened by the recollection of the many favors 
you have bestowed upon me, will accompany me, 
in my retirement from public concerns, as a source 
f unfailing gratification, 

L am sure, fellow-citizens, that you will excuse 
this intrusion upon your patience, for when my 
mind has reverted to the contemplation of the many 
kindnesses you have extended to me, I have felt 


that | could not part from your service without 


aking this public acknowledgment of the grati- 
tudeloweyou. And if I use the occasion to offer you 
s few reilections upon the past, present, and future 
of our country, | trust you will receive them with 


the s 
manifes 
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indulgent kindness that you have ever 
ed towards me. 


Liberia, in her progress, has had her seasons of 
unshine and of dark portentous clouds, which 
seemed (to obscure her entire political horizon, She 

had her seasons of peace and of war. Her 

, iN Various ways, have been serious and 

tr) And many of th:se she has encountered 
inder disadvantages, which a new and untried gov- 
nment must always feel in difficult and per- 


plexing situations, without the lights of experience 
to guide it, or the weight of precedent to justify 
is measures, But, fellow-citizens, we have passed 
wiumphantly through them all, and to-day we be- 
hold Liberia no longer a doubtful experiment, but 
in verity and truth, a fixed reality, with a govern- 
ment founded on sound principles of equal justice ; 
which maintains inflexibly the maxims of public 
faith—the security of persons and property—and 
which encourages that general diffusion of knowl- 
edge which guarantees to public liberty its perma- 
neacy ; & government pursuing the public good as 
its sole object, and regulating its meaas of doing so 
by the great principles consecrated to republican- 
ism, and by those moral principles upon which the 
C onstitutioa of our country is based; a government, 
in a word, whose conduct, within and without, may 
bespeak the most noble of all ambitions—that of 
promoting, not only the best interests of its own 
citizens, but peace on earth and good will to all 
mankind. 

Now, fellow-citizens, thus blessed, what say 
you? Shall the public institutions of our country 
continue to be sustained by your active, devoted 
patriotism? Shall our country continue progress- 
ive, steadily advancing in all the elements which con- 
tribute to the public strength, to individual liberty, 
and the defence of national rights? Shall it con- 
tinue to increase in every ingredient congenial to 
the enlightened principles of the age, and the sen- 
timents of a virtuous people? Shall Liberia, with 
her institutions embodying, and her citizens main- 


a * 
a 


MONROVIA AND MBSSURADO RIVBR, 
AS SEEN FROM THE LIGHT-HOUSE ON THE SUMMIT OF CAPE MESSURADO. 


Tus view was taken by the daguerreotypist at a distance of over half a mile from the nearest object, and presents a distant view of several miles. Owing 


to this great distance more than half the small houses, hid in gardens surrounded by orange, cocoa, pawpaw, and guava trees, do not appear, This, 
with the previous view of Monrovia from the anchorage, will give a fair idea of its condition two years ago, The Church on Ashmun street, on the left of 


the picture, is the same in both views, and its comparative size in the two will indicate its relative distance from the artist, 


ton, who took these daguerreotypes, had much to contend with in his efforts, and deserves our thanks for his attempt and success. We donot despair 
of furnishing many more landscape views even better than these, because taken under better auspices. 
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taining inviolable, the principles of justice, virtue, 
and true patriotism, the sure guarantees of civil and 
religious liberty, and the sources whence spring in- 
dividual comfort and happiness, and the national 

rosperity, continue the 8 of the free—an asy- 
um for the oppressed ? These questions you answer 
in the affirmative ; and I say, amen. 

But, fellow-citizens, to maintain unimpaired the 
free institutions of our country, and to increase and 
make perpetual the blessings which flow from them, 
it is indispensable that we unite our individual ef- 
forts for the promotion of the general good. Libe- 
rians have too much at stake to allow pride, or pas- 
sion, or sordid selfishness to divide their common in- 
terests ; and no individual citizen shouldallow himself 
to be influenced to any course of conduct inimical to 
the public weal. [ cannot for a moment believe 
that the great body of the citizens can deliberately 
intend to do wrong. They may under the influ. 
ence of temporary excitement or Yr opinions 
commit mistakes, but the people of Liberia are _re- 
markable for great forbearance and high patriotic 
sentiment, and if inadvertently drawa in a wrong 
direction, argument will soon make them sensible 
of their errors; and when convinced, they are al- 
ways ready to repair them. 

As the end and object of political society are the 
happiness and security of the whole, no individual 
citizen can consistently remain indifferent to the 
progress of public affairs. The political concerns 
of the country are objects which should interest 
the attention of every citizen who values his free- 
dom, Yet in his devotion to the public interests 
he should not consider the objects presented to his 
view with extravagant zeal, or push forward meas- 
ures without knowing the ground upon which he 
sets out. 

It is no wacommon thing in times of great politi- 
cal excitement, for men to be warm in a cause, and 
yet not to know why it is that they are warm. In 
such times the passion of one is lighted up by the 
passion of another, and the whole circle is in a 
tlame; “ but the mind, in the meantime, is like a 
dark chamber without a single ray of light to per- 
vade it, In this case it will surely happen that 
when the hasty passion shall have spent its force, 
the generous resolutions which it kindled up will 
also die with it,” 

And yet another evil, too often the bane of civil 
society, I beg to caution my fellow-citizens against—-I 
mean the personal crimination and recrimination of 
those who differ in opinion on subjects of public 
concernment. I could wish that my fellow-citizens 
would wholly avoid this great public evil, remem. 
bering that opinions may be supported without vi- 
olence or vituperation ; that personalities are not 
arguments ; and that the indulgence in angry pas- 
sions destroys the effect of the most eloquent rea- 
sonings. In a word, fellow-citizens, we should 
never allow our temper or passions to lead us 
astray, and cause us to forget those civilities and 
courtesies which are due to refined society, and the 
honest opinions of our political opponents; on all 
great and national subjects we should rise above 
party, with hearts true to our country and the best 
interests of the State. Never truckling to popular 
breezes, and disdaining to wear the party color, only 
as it should be supposed to advance the honor 
and weltare of the nation, 

Let our prominent citizens possess themselves of 
such matured and inflexible minds; such independ. 
ence and firmness of character ; such lofty and 
noble patriotism ; then the peace of the community 
will be secure, and then sober, solid judgment shall 
guide in safety the destinies of our infant State. 


And may | not be permitted also to remark, that 
in legislation, justice to every portion of our fellow- 
citizens should be faithfully observed. Sordid feel- 
ings of mere selfishness must never usurp the place 
which ought to be filled by public spirit. If so, 
legislation will be degraded, and then, soon convert- 
ed into a scramble for personal advan . This 
must not come to pass in Liberia. The public 
good, founded upon justice, full and ample, should 
be the ruling principle of every citizen, and cannot 
fail to guide the deliberations of honest legislators. 
And in this connection I dare not omit to urge the 
claim of the aboriginal inhabitants of this land upon 
the philanthropy and Christian benevolence of this 
government. 

In regard to this people we have the highest 
human trust committed to our hands. Let us not 
be unfaithful. Providence has hitherto greatly fa- 
vored our efforts in the cause of freedom—has 
showered many blessings upon our country—and, | 
doubt not, has chosen us, not only as the pioneers 
of better days to our unfortunate race, in the scale 
of nationality, but also as His instruments ia effect- 
ing the great work of Africa's redemption. May 
He who holds in his own hands the destinies of 
nations make us worthy of the favors he has be- 
stowed ; and enable us with pure 
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great work he has committed to our care. Should 
we neglect heaven's high calling ; should we fail to 
act our part ia carrying out the desiga of Provi- 
dence, in reference to the civilization and Chris- 
tianization of Africa, who can vouch for the con- 
tinuation of the national blessings which we have 
hitherto enjoyed ? 

Let us, therefore, be mindful of our conduct, that 
we forfeit not the favor of the God of nations. If 
we do so our career will be onward, and our ulti- 
mate triumph certain. 

And while I endeavor to press upon your atten- 
tion the principles which | deem vitally important 
to the domestic repose of our country; and while 
I counsel you in regard to our duties and obliga- 
tions, with respect to internal affairs in general, and 
especially in reference to the relation we sustain to 
Atrica—I ought not to pass over without notice the 
important considerations which should govern our 
foreiga policy. It is unquestionably our true inter- 
est to cultivate the most friendly relations with 
every nation, and to avoid, by every honorable means, 
collisions with foreign powers. No nation can hope 
to escape altogether, questions involving great na- 
tional interests; but it these are met in a spirit of 
conciliation, reason and justice will always prevail. 
By frankness and sincerity in our foreign inter- 
vourse, and by the prompt and faithful execution of 
all our national obligations, we shall have reason 
and justice on our side ; and shall therefore have 
nothing to fear. 

With these ting admonitions, I retire fellow- 
citizens, from the public trust with which you have 
honored me; and leave you—not, however, with- 
out a deep feeling of fraternity mingled with the 
warm glow of gratitude due to you for your many 
_kindnesses, But I withdraw not from the cause of 
our common country. Liberia is dear to me—her 
interests are inseparable from my own. In the ad- 
vocacy of her cause | am identified with you in 
feeling, in interest, and in labor: rejoicing with we 
in her prosperity ; sympathizing with you in her 
adversity ; sharing with you her toils and trials, and 
exulting with you in her success—under the full 
conviction that if we do our duty faithfully, Libe- 
ria’s triumph is certain. 

With many thanks to those who, have been as- 
sociated with me in my official duties, and with 
kindest wishes for the individual prosperity and 
happiness of my fellow-citizens at large; and with 
most devoted solicitude for the preservation of the 
national honor, and the perpetuity of our free in- 
stitutions, I earnestly commend my successor to 
the appreciative sympathy and cordial codperation 
of all whose sympathy and codperation have been 
dear to me, during the period of my public career ; 
that his administration may, with your support, be 
honorable to himself, and eminently successful in 
advancing the best interests of our country. 

My illustrious successor brings to his work, not 
only zeal, and a thorough devotion to the interests 
of his country—but also talents of a high order ; 
a sound discretion, and a reliable experience—gain- 
ed by many years service in the ranks of your pub- 
lic officials, He brings with him, to his high posi- 
tion, a gentlemanly courtesy, which, while he 
maintains his own opinions of the public policy 
with firmness, will induce him to yield all due re- 
spect to the honest opinions of others; and I am 
persuaded, that in no instance will he allow any 
influence but that of true patriotism to govern his 
public actions. 

As the blessings of civil society depend no less 
upon the proper execution of the laws than u 
the good morals of the —_ ; and as the enforce- 
ment of the laws is specially the duty of the exec- 
utive department of our goverament, I doubt not, 
my successor will discharge faithfully this duty— 
in justice and mercy, Therefore we have every 
confidence that the interests of Liberia, aad of her 
citizens, will suffer no disparagement under his ad- 
ministration, 

And now, fellow-citizens, | am too happy to intro- 
duce to you the first citizen of the Republic. 


— — 





INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
OF HIS EXCELLENOY, PRESILENT STEPHEN A BENSON, 


I am summoned before you, to take u 
day the solemn oath of office, the oat 
Magistrate of this Republic; aad it is now a befit- 
ting time, just before the solema obligation is for. 
mally imposed on me, to express my profound sense 
of gratitude, and the great obligation I feel under 
to you, for the confidence you have been pleased 
to repose in me, by constituting me successor to 
him, whose eight years administration has been 
marked by ie extraordinary ability, and whose 
2* is in @ measure throughout the civilized 
world, 

Ia formally taking upon me, this day, the solema 
obligation prescribed by our most sacred compact, 
antecedent to entering upon the duties of the office, 


me this 








pon | with this subject, we ought to indulge charitable 


of Chief | P 














my mind naturally reverts to the pristine days of 
Liberia when a colony, and in tracing the vicissi- 
tudes through which she has had to pass, I am 
therefore forcibly impressed with a sense of the 
magaitude of the trust you have committed to me ; 
for if it be a fact, that this government, with its 
blessed institutions, has been established and se- 
cured to us at a cost of that which is incomparably 
greater than silver and gold; if less than 
the prayers, and sweat, and blood of our Fathers 
have secured to us this inheritance, then it should 
be apprised as a trust no less precious—ano less 
sacred, than life itself. 

The history of Liberia, from its * to the 
present, is almost synonymous with narration 
of a train of miracles: almost every incident and 
feature of it are significantly fraught with interest. 
| have oft-timeswondered how those good and great 
and wise men who first projected the scheme of 
African Colonization, could have possibly believed, 
wader the circumstances, in the feasibility of their 
plans; how they could have reasonably hoped for 
success to attend the benevolent enterprise, when it 
was known that very many of those who were to 
co-operate in establishing and maintaining the colo- 
ny, had been all their days subject to the most gall- 


ing op —from a majority of whose minds 
the most arbitrary efforts had been employed to pre- 
clude almost every ray of moral and intellectual 


light—trained up from infancy to d 
upon those whom they had been taught to 
as their superiors—immigrating to a distant 
SC gees Catan Oy Os ee of planting and 
aursing the germ of a Christian State, Surely, 
these well-known facts must have * 8 
ivings with Liberia’s most sanguine friends. 
Ghat, in whatever aspect the rise and of Li- 
beria are viewed this day, it i eye oe 
and grand benevolent enterprise has been origi 
and directed by superhuman power and wisdom in 
a manner marvelous to Liberia's most sanguine 
friends ; and but for this superhuman agency, in- 
spiring the hearts and s ing the hands of 
Liberia's early patrons abroad and subjects at 
home, » Tamme | the successive years of her history, 
the projectors of the scheme would have abandoned 
it before their plans had matured ; or, if they had 
prosecuted it so far as to have planted the germ of 
a Christian Colony here, it would now be spoken 
of as that which had been, as among the things that 
were. 
lo fact, the great impro}ability of success attend - 
ing such an enterprise under such circumstances, 
according to human reasoning, will, perhaps, ac- 
count for the versatility of sentiment and action 
of some of Liberia's early, and for a while de- 


solely 


voted, patrons. Good, honest, and devoted men no |i 


doubt they were, but their faith faltered; their 
conclusion was, that if any of us survived the ordeal 
of acclimation, we would degenerate into heathen- 
iom, or destroy each other by strife and factions ; 
and as it is usual for gentlemen of good sense and 
vaste to select the most respectful as well as rea- 
sonable arguments in justification of a change of | 
sentiment, some plead the abstract rights of persons 
of color to citizenship ia the United States; others 
ihe msufliciency of the means employed to attain | 
ihe end, (or that the increase of the colored race in | 
ihe United States could not be removed to this land 
by Colonization instrumentality,) whilst others urged 
ihe incongeniality of this tropical climate, etc., etc. 
And, fellow-citizeos, | have oft-times thought, in 
view of what | have just remarked in connection 


feelings towards some of the foreign opposers of 
the 4 enterprise, We should, I think, 


award to many of them the virtues of benevolence | j 


and purity of motive, and should confidently look 
forward to the period which is fast approaching, 
and will most certainly reach us, when prejudice 


and opposition to such a laudable en will 
cease, and when the and and wise 
of every land in Christendom will oniously vie 


with each other in the furtherance of this great be- 
nevolent enterprise. 

Very few if any, who are acquainted 
with the history of Liberia, will deny that Divine 
Providence has from her incipiency up to and du- 
ring the incumbency of my predecessor, graciously 
rovided a man suited to the times on every oeea · 
sion for the administration of goverament. 


We might commence with the lamented Ashmua, 
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it was and is suil believed that the consequence 
such a failure would be an augmented degradation of 


our race for centuries to come. 


— —— — into a 
blican years ex- 
ietenee, blessed with civil end 


possessed of the confidence and respect of near! 
the great civilized nations of the earth. These 
at once answer Lhe question, as to whether Liberia's 
Sndoguadence, "Teey sorpond ellomasiedly tnt 

© hey ively, 
than words can possibly it, that she has 
under the adminstrauon of my illustrious predeces- 
sor, a hopeful and healthy growth 
with her eight years of existence, so that 
incredulous as to the capacity of 
to self-government, have had 
luni ise to Africa's sons 
— detent Lend. — 
whose course has hitherto been steadil 
which we trust will continue to with increas- 
ing strength and lustre, until 1 reaches the zenith of 
its glory, and sheds forth a flood of redeeming light 
upon and throughout this benighted conunent, 

I have oft-times wondered from whence 
the silly aspersion of * the incapacity of the 
race for self-government.”” | have frequeatly 
my mind for a discovery of the instances upon 
that sti is based. With the exception 
own, Hayti, I believe, is the only professed 
civilwed and independent government. It is true 
that that unfortunate country has been 
convulsed by revolutions and dethronements, 
these were neither resincted nor peculiar io her bi 
tory; similar causes have produced simi 
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have been equally prolific 
ia civil wars and revolutions ; in fash’ Go tak even 


trace them into highly civilized Europe, and as not 
unfrequently occurring among some of the most re- 
hig! , nents Gas 


have been crowned. The pure seed of the P rotest- 
ant faith was carried over, planted and nurtured 
the early settlers; and, as is well 
al of evangelical religi 
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after all that can be said to 
the great preservau 
thas confedesation and for lack of 
in common with some other governments 
allusion has been made, failed in d 

ejual capacity for self goverament ; and surely 
civil wars of Hayti are no more an argument (if as 
much so) against the capacity of the colored race 
for self-government, than the multiplied i 

of the other governments alluded to are against 
that of the Cae a wom 

lf we impartially at the Aborigines i 

land, and td curvey their organizations and 
method of goverament, we cannot avoid discovering 
incontrovertuble pee ses pa SS 
of a great nation. We are oft-times constrained to 
admire the facility with which most of the chiefs 
rule their subjects, and the cheerful 
digaifi 
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and enumerate the successive Colonial Agents and 
Governors up to the administration of Governor 
Bachanan, and perhaps we will not find any con- 
siderable contradiction to this assertion in any of 
their administrations. Governor Bachanan’s ad- 


ministration peculiarly marked a new era in the his- | j 


tory of Liberia; its great beneficial results remain 
to be adequately disclosed to the world; nor 
(os thet of bic wort successor been less beneficial ; 
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effectually checked ; 
future difficulties and trials, if met in the proper 
spirit, will cause our national character to appear 
to more advantage abroad, will conduce to increased 
respect of and confidence in us, and toa greater 
permanency of our institutions at home. 

The history of Liberia up to Jan. 1856 (which 
closes the constitutional term of my predecessor 
is past. Ithas just closed upon us with an ad- 
ministration that still illumines our national firma- 
ment, This day marks a new era in the history of 
Liberia, for weal or for woe ; and in entering upon 
the executive duties of my constitutional term, I 
solemaly promise you this day, that I will do the 
best | can, for the promotion of our common coun- 
try’s interest; and as an outline of my course of 
policy and purpose, I will simply state : 

1. That, according to the solemn obligation soon 
to be administered to me, I will try faithfully 
adhere to the Constitution and laws of the Re- 
public. I will also strive to keep permanently in 
view 

2. The encouragement of every branch of indus- 
try, and avenue to national greatness—agriculture, 
commerce, mechanism, internal improvement, edu- 
cation, ete., etc —by recommending such measures, 
from time to time, as will in my opinion enhance 
their interest, and as the state of the public finance 
will justify. 

3. An avoidance of the pecuniary embarrassment 
of the Government, unless circumstances should 
render a different course indispensable to our na- 
tional existence, or the maintenance of the majesty 
of the laws. 

4. The moral, intellectual, social, and political 
improvement of the Aborigines. 

5. The cultivation of peace and harmony at 
home and abroad. 

6. The observance of good faith and justice 
toward all nations. 

These principles are not stated by me as a new 
policy about to be adopted by this Government, but 
simply as a re-announcement of what | conceive to 
have been the true policy of this Government hith- 
erto; and in their annunciation this day, | flatter 
myself that they have the full assent and coneur- 
rence of every patriotic and enlightened citizen of 
this Republic. 

Having attempted in this address a brief review 
of Liberia—past, and a view of her present con- 
dition, and what | firmly believe her future pros- 
pects and objects are, as also having alluded to 
thie course of policy I believe best adapted to 
the consummation of our cherish d desires, the object 
for which this Government was instituted, | now 
beg in clo-ing this address to say, that the Govern- 
ment of Liberia is one in which every citizen should 
feel particularly interested ; there are reasons for 
this, perhaps, which do not exist so strongly with 
citizens of most other governments. 

It is a fact, that citizens of most other govern- 
ments can emigrate—change their allegiance, and 
apparently greatly benefit themselves thereby; but 
how very different the case, with a Liberian that 
is true in beart, and genuine in principle ; the man 
of color, who once inhales our atmosphere of 
freedom and equality, and has capacity to properly 
appreciate kind Heaven’s best earthly gift, will ever 
alter fiod himself out of his proper element in any 
other land, under any other Government. He 
cannot thrive elsewhere ; he will find himself in an 
element paralyzing to every manly principle of his 
soul; to him there will be something blighting to 
all those atuibutes that constitute a truly noble- 
minded man—no matter whether that blighting 
something be the incongeniality of climate, a 
disrelish of their civil and religious institutions, or 
the latent or developed prejudice to color and race. 
Such is the undeniable state of things now in the 
world, as that I do not hesitate to make the asser- 
tion—and | am yet to be convinced of its error ; and 
as I cannot doubt that I have your full assent to 
the asseruion, may | not also reasonably conclude 
that you admit the consequent’ propriety of each 
citizen employing every possible laudable effort for 
the honorable preservation and perpetuation of this 
our only land, our only country, our only earthly 
home. 

I therefore solemnly appeal to you this day, fel- 
low-citizens, in the name of humanity, in the name 
of all that is sacred to the future welfare of our 
down-trodden race throughout the world, in the 
name of Him who holds the destinies of nations in 
his hand, for that support and co-operation during 
my constitutional term of administration, which 
have so admirably characterized you hitherto, and 
which are and ever will be indispensable to our 
national success. 

1 firmly believe I shall have these, not only at 
your hands, but as emanating from your hearts. 

And while | solemnly appeal to you this day for 
your support and co-operation, 1 do as solemnly 
pledge you my sacred word and honor, to spare 
no pains to serve the best interest of our common 
country, and that I will diligently seek to be 

uided in such a way, in my efforts to administer 
thie government as will insure the divine blessing 
upon our individual and national interest. 
— — 
Prom the Liberia Hera)d, Mareh 19h, 1896 


THE INAUGURATION. 


Ow the first Monday in January last, as provided 
v law, the oath of office was administered to his 
cellency President Benson ; previous, however, 
the administration of the oath of office, Presi- 

\ Roberts, in the nee of a concourse of 
\-bearted friends and fellow-citizens, laid down 
irapbernalia of an office which for eight years 

- filled with wuch credit to himself, and great 

o his country. In the transitive movement 
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ene—the past reviewed, the before 
the future looked to with and en- 
ent, we could well say: thus 





confidently 
sor, in whom he felt the people 
confidence in his ability to govern for their welfare, 


it into 


without to friends or foes, and considered 
himself well compensated should he but have pro- 
moted the happiness of the people of Liberia. e 
other, being called to govern « people over whom 
had presided for a number of years the brightest 
genius of his country, one altogether acquainted 
with the history and character of the people, one 
possessing in a large degree all those requirements 
natural to one accustomed to govera, felt sensib! 
the responsibility imposed on him, and, with muc 
hiehl a ee | } eee Tove gra in which his 

y wor isuingui ecessor had 
governed. Being ledueted into — of so 
much care and importance, one involved in arduous 
—22 one surrounded by soul-trying duties, 
an ——— obli of intrinsic merit and 
worth—the duties of Chief Magistrate to discharge, 
with the concomitant result of a mishap in the 
management of affairs before him—he assured his 
fellow-citizens that his chief object should be, to 
observe strietly the Constitution, and to administer 
the laws with that becoming regard to justice for 
the welfare of the people, as should be letated by 
a sound mind, and a good judyment, with the fear 
of a gracious Providence betore him, without regard 
to any secular principles. 

Indeed the distinguished marks of respect on the 
occasion was no less imposing than the scene. 
Thé unanimity of sentiment manifested, brought the 
two actors ina position altogether becoming. 
Surrounded as they were by the i 
Members of the Cabinent, and Foreign Representa. 
tives in the area of the Government Square, over- 
shadowed by the branches of the large ve, 
oranges, and other fruit trees that bestud the place, 
they apparently vied with one another ia exaltio 
the character of the dignity of that office from which 
the political father of the country was ab. ut retir- 
ing, and his successor entering upon with all the 
authority of the Constitution, Exciamations of joy 
burst from the lips of all, and impatiently did the 
crowd await the commencement of the ceremony, 
during which the greatest order was observed. 

— —— —— 


From the Liberia Herald, March 19th, 1856. 
THE TREATY. 


Tue Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, 
between the Republic of Liberia, and the Free Han- 
seatic Republics of Lubeck, Bremen, and Hamburg, 
was ratified by the Senate on the 19th of January 
last. The Republic of Liberia is now under treat 

with three the European powers, England, 
France, and the confederate German States named. 
From the nature and object of treaties, the national 
respect insured, and the national character present- 
ed, we feel that Liberia as a whole must in time de- 
rive signal benefit from the association, Liberia 
oceupies a position now in the family of nations 
that no other consideration could have given her, 
and the African character assumes an importance 
that, without the existence of treaties by which the 
recognition of the independence of this republic is 
secured, it could never have done, We must learn 
to view matters in their proper light, and divest our 
minds of all the prejudicial effects of the sufferings 
of by-gone days, and hold ourselves in that position 
which the exalted character of our sovereigaty has 
placed us. For every-day experience teaches, that 
we cannot exist as a nation properly, unless we have 
the codperation of those nations who have existed 
long before us, and the more alliances we enter into, 
the more and more will the character of Liberia be 
heightened, until, without a shadow of difference 
in any point whatever, we will be taken by the hand 


by every eivilized nation in Christendom. By * 


treaties we assume ‘\ national and commercial im- 
portance which is a powerful incentive to the dor- 
mant energies of Liberia, Into our waters will be 
brought the commodities of every clime, and as an 
impetus to domestic industry, encouragement will 
be given to every branch of agriculture and manu- 
facture. The fecundity of our soil will no longer 
be a chimera, or as a morning song which has lost 
its sweetness ; but by the arm of industry, it will 
be foreed to yield in abundance such articles of 
commerce as will soon give a new aspect to things ; 
for there is as much possibility of a man’s living 
without breath, as there is for him to farm without 
money. Our forests abound in fine timber, our 
soil in precious metals, but for the immediate ben- 
efit \erived from these rich resources given us by 
nature, they all had as well be imbedded in the 
Amazon or somewhere else. On ihe banks of the 
St. Paul’s River, just in the immediate vicinity of 
Millsburg, there can be obtained in abundance the 
finest iron ore that has been discovered anywhere 
in the world. And why not an iron foundry; be- 
cause we have nomoney. And this is the negative 
to every question of interest of the kind. Let 
treaties be made, let their principles be h: ld iavio- 
late, let their obligations be the study of every one, 
and let their perpetuation be our constant theme. 
This being done, we will soon see a new era in 
commerce in Liberia. By treaties we see the great 
chain of commerce that is carried on in other coun- 
tries, and if we be a treaty-loving people, we will 
2— the confidence and good will of every nativn, 
d instead of our revenue languishing by compe- 
tition poe hanes traders, we will find our com- 
merce ,» and Liberia the key to the com- 
we — Africa, 
e will give attention to this subject again ; ard 
in the meantime we beg to say, that our every effurt 
will be, to show clearly and in an argumentative man- 


section ivy. he baigeent 

of the ’ 

the persevering zeal of the General, been 

that the majesty of the law will be maintained at 
| hazard, and notwithstanding it is the firm prin- 
ple and polity of the government to court the 
most friendly intercourse with the different native 
wibes by whom she is surrounded, yet withal, when 
their slioL) lead thems 8 which there is scarcely 
a 5 them to inhuman aggressions u 

ta defeoaions settlers of any poruon i 
public, condign punishment will be the only consid- 
eration to terms of peace. The brutal ou 
committed upon the several settlements of &- 
ville, Farmersville, Bluntsville, and Lexington, in 
the county of Sinou, is truly heart-rending. Many 
of the suffering inhabitants have found relief 
amongst their friends in this, and the county of 
Grand Bassa; yet the suffering condition of the 
great mass of the people is not as materially altered 
as we could desire. The suffering still continues, 
and had it not been for individual aid, and the 
umely interference of the government, we know 
not what would have been the condition of our suf- 
fering friends at this time. 

e feel indebted to O. Goedel, Esq., for his 
kindness in placing at the disposal of the govern- 
ment, his fine schooner the “Liberia,” for convey- 
ing & portion of the troops to the scene of action ; 
for such signal manifestations of disinterested cou- 


cera for our interest by foreigners, we as a ple, 
wader such circumstances should always Pd ome re 


ful. 

We are happy to announce that His Excellency, 
President Benson was in attention to the movements 
of the army, watching with deep solicitude every 


2.2 


and | feature, and by his presence and counsel, alleviat- 


ing the condition of the sufferers. 
we learn was quite opportune, 
— — 
From the Maryland Colonization Journal. 


His presence 


’ 
Goveunment House, 
Monrovia, January 22d, 1856. 

Dear Sin :—I had the pleasure of receiving and 
perusing your interesting favor of the 31st October, 
which reached me safely about the middle of last 
month. It had the greater tendency to awaken 
interest from the fact, that | remember Leste heard 
my father frequently speak of you, as alsd from my 
recollection of one having a similar name to yours, 
and said to be your brother, who accompanied us 
to this land in 1822. 

My grandfather, Stephen Kiah, after whom I was 
named, died in 1825; my mother departed this 
life a few months after of pulmonary affection, 
My father, with whom you were no doubt well ac- 
quainted, deceased in May, 1844, from the effect 
of the wound received in the war with the natives 
in 1822, otherwise he had perfect health. His sis- 
ter, Anna Edmonson, now about sixty-seven years 
old, is still alive and enjoys good health considering 
her ; she is now surrounded by a host of her 
children, grandchildren and t grandchildren. 

Many have been the vicissitudes through which 
I have had to pass in the order of Divine Provi- 
dence since I have been here (now nearly thirty- 
four years) but we are all contented and feel grate- 
ful to our Heavenly Father, that our parents emi- 
grated to this land. My father frequently told me, 
during the most gloomy times in Liberia’s history, 
that had he no children he would have very like’ 
spent the remainder of his days in America ; for 
have learned that he was as much respected and 
his word confided in, throughout the circle of his 
acquaintance (white and colored) as the most fav- 
ored of our race are in the United States, Yet he 
said to me, I cannot entertain the thought for a 
moment of dying in that land and leaving my chil- 
dren there to be raised up under struggle 
against the unreasonable prejudices and disadvan- 
es so common to our race in that land. I re- 
joice to see our colored friends emigrate to this land, 
provided they are actuated by proper motives, 
otherwise it is far better for them to remain where 
they are, 

his Republic is unquestionably progressing in 


all those elements that will ultimately constitute | prod 


her a great and powerful nation. 

I regret very much that Mr, Everett’s address 
and the papers you allude to as having sent me 
never came to hand ; I hope you will seud papers at 
ae a it may suit your convenience. 

ou were rightly informed relative to my coffee 

tation ; I have thirty acres in coffee, which will 
ikely yield me, if ly attended to, ten thou- 
sand pounds from sa oat to July approximo, 

I have not time to say more at present, shall be 
happy to hear from you at any time. 

am Bir, most respectfully, your obedient ser- 
Sreruey A, Benson. 
To Mn. Garrison Draven, Baltimore. 
—_— > 
SOMETHING FROM NOTHING. 


Tue following letter is from a manumitied slave 
a planter in one of the lower counties of this 

The band-writing wm say Si cae wpenag 
t entire, verbatim et literatim, onl 
and address, It was i y for 
the master, mistress, and the former fellow-servants 

, a8 the of it will show, What 
man can this and feel that he is doing 
to himself or family while remaining in this 
— Maryland Col. Jour. 


Manvcanp im Lisenta, August 12th, 1855. 
Very esreemep, Ma. anp Mas. 


As seems to present itself, I im- 
po B ie — — — —334 
to you both in 

to Liberia, « 
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for your kiedness 
land where freedom reigns. The 
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lithe way in the country now ; husband's 
Seka —— 
——— — 
house which he thinks will cost him about 
$1100, the bricks are now being made for that 

See eee eS Te maetertal te 
— this year, eo we may commence rear- 
ing it up the first of next year, the size will be 18 
by 34 feet, 2 stories high. 


Mother and all her manly coe well, ol of ows 


peaple are enjoying 
lease titer oll of our people and 
tell them that I would write to all of separ- 
ately, but I do not know who is dead or who is 
alive, as | have never had a letter from any of them 
scarcely since I left. 

My husband unites with me in sending his best 
raged t 00 

our most aff-ctionate and humble friend, 


— ~~ - — 
From the Liberia Herald, October @4th, 1855 


Mk. Eprror :—Grant me a small s in 
paper, to express my th on * —8 
which I conceive will be of service to the 
men of our republic—which may pat them in the 
way of saving, if not augmenting their means 
The poor man should construct his 
in a manner, that the insects, so destructive to lum- 
ber, may not have so easy a communication with 
his house, as that he cannot control them. 
may be effected in the following 


from the ground to the dwelling by a of iron 
plate, tin, zinc, or copper, and when at- 
tempt to pass it foil their efforts by the 
of palm-oil and fine salt to the said i 


article, which will prove a certain remedy, if al 
other means are cut off. But if the house be put 
upon stone or brick pillars, a single stone will answer 
the same pe Sens the blocks, if they can 
get none of the former mentioned materials, which 
will save a large amount of means and a 
deal of labor; and this is an important - 
tion in view of the scarcity of lumber, &c., for 
building. It will alsosecure many a valuable trank 
and chest of clothing from the ra of the an- 
noying creatures. Think what you will about it, 
they must have a direct communication with the 
ground ; for such is their nature, they cannot exist 
otherwise, If a brick or stone sie ones 
may be resorted to, the foot of each i 
on a flagging stone, which, of course, 
be ex ve, but cheap in the end ; buge- 
bugs (termites) have no fear of stone 
roof of this, look at some old brick edi 
ce and inspect the woodwork, and 
them there. Houses constructed in 
above described therefore will, with 
other particulars, last a much 
they now do, But if the rich ad 
the poor laborer will have but little to do in 
re of building. 
of coff 


Qed. In the —— ~~ aoe 
attend to it ure a piece of . 
8 the most careful 


s) 


227 


Hie 


r care 
time 
this 


“ 
Fst 


i 
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3 
vi ¢ 


conclusion arrived at from 
curated experiments is against hard, rocky, eirung 


soil; the expense on sandy soil is far b 
seventy-five per cent, and the yield 

greater. But for the cultivation A poy 

posite is , 
ard, If men wish to live on 
of the soil as 
ry lines of cheir land ; 

having made the necessary preparations, let th 


&c., the op 
the 
ulturists, let them — ey 
as possible the 
place a hedge of young palm trees around 
portion of the 


Fes 


Be 


Ee8 


country that I have ever seen. In eighteen 
months they will be so far advanced as to require 
litle more labor than the use of the cutlass re- 
quires. The plants should be set on about four- 
teen inches apart; anything above that will, in a 
majority of instances, cause a loss of labor. In 
four years, if care be given, the farmer will have a 
good fence, which will get better 

age and attention; and if his 
the same, he will furnish hi 
dance of meat provisions, and thus 
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NBW-YORK STATE COLONIZATION 80ULETY, 


i land they wish to ey oe amy | Pe4 2. 5= 
palm trees are the bes! material for hedges 


FOR THE MONTES OF MAY, 1000, 
Donations tw Orr.ce. ($364 50,) 
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